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C h r o n i c l e

oSA-Ottawa staff, with Steering 
Committee member Steve 

Sullivan’s tremendous support, sent a 
letter to provincial government 
leaders and news outlets in response 
to conversations about  the Ontario 
Sex Offender Registry.   Ms. Love 
shared her concerns, on behalf of the 
Steering Committee, that making the 
registry public will not help make 
our communities safer. 

Following an invitation to visit 
CoSA-Ottawa’s  office to meet with 
staff and volunteers, several 
journalists contacted us to learn 
more.  

See page 3 for excerpts from our letter, or read the article online at
http://www.metronews.ca/ottawa/local/article/921411--hudak-mulls-expanding-gps-program. 
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Adding our Voice 
CoSA-Ottawa had the ear of local media this summer
The recent provincial election campaign in Ontario sparked public, and likely private, conversations 
about sex offending, sentencing and punishment. CoSA-Ottawa was fortunate to seize this 
opportunity to share our perspective.  

T h e

Susan Love and Adina Ilea get the word out about CoSA-Ottawa. 
Photo:  Jessica Smith, Metro Ottawa

C

CoSA Gives Back
Fundraiser for CanUgan Disability Support Project

Join us in raising funds for a great cause! Bid on our silent auction 
or purchase quality items as well as unique hand-made crafts by 

our volunteers, Core Members and supporters. 

The CanUgan Disability Support Project provides people with 
disabilities in Uganda with means of transportation and 

communication, including tricycles, white canes and hearing aids; 
as well as vocational training to help them earn a livelihood. 

Learn more at www.canugan.org.

If you would like to contribute to our fundraiser with a donation, or for more 
information, please visit our website at www.cosa-ottawa.ca or call 613-288-2284.

Saturday, November 19, 2011, 2:00 – 5:00 pm
St John’s Church (154 Somerset St. W at Elgin St)

Free admission!

We welcome your thoughts and 
contributions to the newsletter.  

Please contact Susan Haines with your ideas.
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CoSA-Ottawa Supporters
Supporters lend their name in support of CoSA-
Ottawa and may also provide advice and resources.   

• The Reverend Canon Garth Bulmer
Former Rector of The Church of St. John 
the Evangelist and founding member of 
CoSA-Ottawa

• The Reverend Chris Carr
Director General, Correctional Service of 
Canada, Chaplaincy (ret.)

• Pat Connolly
Co-Director, The Well/La Source for 
Women

• John Edwards
Commissioner, Correctional Service of 
Canada (ret.),  Past President, John 
Howard Society of Ottawa

• Patricia Love
Probation and Parole Officer (ret.)  and 
founding member of CoSA-Ottawa

• Fraser McVie 
Director General, Security, Correctional 
Service of Canada (ret.)

• Ana Paquete
Area Director, Northeast Ontario & 
Nunavut Parole, Correctional Service of 
Canada (ret.)

• Michael Petrunik, 
Professor of Criminology, University of 
Ottawa (ret.)

• Don Wadel 
Executive Director, John Howard Society 
of Ottawa

A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  
P R O G R A M  C O O R D I N AT O R

We are fortunate at CoSA-Ottawa to have such a 
diverse steering committee (SC) and to benefit from 
so many  rich perspectives.  The Committee recently 
had a lively discussion as to whether CoSA-Ottawa 
is a restorative justice (RJ) program or rather based 
on RJ principles. 

Those working in community reintegration argued 
that CoSA is a transformative experience, because of 
the volunteers who embrace core members as valued 
human beings yet abhor their criminal behaviour. 
SC members cited Howard Zehr’s three pillars of 
RJ:

1. RJ focuses on harm. 
2. Wrongs or harms result in obligations.
3. RJ promotes engagement or participation. 

A committee member who works with victims 
asked, “If CoSA is RJ without direct victims, are 
victim services RJ without offenders?” and 
maintained that victim services are not generally 
regarded as restorative justice practices.  I wondered 
how his perception, and I feared, many of his 
colleagues’, could have come to this when, in 
Elmira, Ontario in 1974 (also the year CoSA began 
in Hamilton), a youthful parole officer by the name 
of Mark Yantzi, implemented the first RJ initiative 
in Canada designed to address the needs and 
concerns of victims.   

Our Steering Committee finally agreed that 
“CoSA-Ottawa was inspired by RJ principles.”  I 
was heartened to see the creativity and passion 
everyone brought to the conversation, and I would 
love to see these discussions continue during 
Restorative Justice Week 2011, November 13-20. 

Our conversation suggested to me that our 
governing body is a microcosm of Canadian society 
–citizens, like you and me, expressing our views 
with the hope of gaining some ground to support 
our values and principles.  And I believe that the 
general public, if provided the insight and facts 
about the many imaginative and effective programs 
and services across our country that are inspired by 
RJ principles, would be much less likely to endorse a 
‘tough on crime’ approach in Canada.  I am not 
convinced that’s “what Canadians want” as 
politicians at all levels of government are claiming!

A reporter who attempted to explain Jack Layton’s 
overwhelming popularity said, “He emulated 
people’s values – he didn’t create those values”.  I 
believe we all have within us the desire to see justice 
done in a fair, humane and honest way – we just 
need the opportunity to express those values and to 
learn about alternative approaches.   

The more restorative principles we adopt, the closer 
we will move to a smarter, more meaningful and 
effective justice for everyone – regardless of what 
they are called.

Susan Love

News and Events
Volunteer Training 
As part of their 
training with 
CoSA-Ottawa, 14 
volunteers were 
trained and 
screened to visit 
the Ottawa-
Carleton 
Detention Centre 
(OCDC).  
Reverend Carl 
Wake, Chaplain 
at OCDC, helped 
volunteers 
understand their 
role as visitors to the institution, and carried out their Canadian Police Information 
Centre (CPIC) checks.  
Thanks to Rev. Carl Wake for his support and to the volunteers for participating!

Professional Development 
Thanks to funds from the Community 
Foundation of Ottawa and the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, CoSA-
Ottawa held it’s second Professional 
development event,  Dealing with 
Trauma, Monday, September 26. 
As part of a broader Discussion Series 
for volunteers and Core Members to 
learn more about particular CoSA-
related issues, this session focused on 
the therapeutic resources that are 
available in our community for CoSA 
members, and considered some of the 
obstacles that get in the way of 
compassion and access to services.  
An enormous thank you goes to 
counsellor Stephanie Dugdale, M.A., 
CCC, who kindly volunteered her time 
and expertise with us! 

CoSA-Ottawa volunteer Jennifer 
celebrated the birth of her beautiful baby 

boy Jake in September.  

Congratulations to Mom and Dad!

L-R: Robbie R., Dorota S., Randy B., Dominique B, Sean B., Kim A., Devon R., Trisha W., 
Kristin S., Rebekah R., Adina I., Joe B., Chris L., Alma R., Susan L. 
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Volunteer Perspectives
Speaking Truth to Power 
Steve Sullivan and the Steering Committee’s knowledge joined forces 
with the staff’s passion to respond to election campaign proposals 
that would make the Ontario Sex Offender Registry (OSOR) public.  

The following are excerpts from the letter to PC leader Tim Hudak 
and other provincial party leaders and newspapers on this hot topic.   

“There is no evidence that registries accomplish what they were created for 
– to prevent victimization.

The [National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)]  
[2006] report [Megan’s Law: Does it protect children?] found there was 
concern about offenders going underground and perhaps most concerning 
is evidence that victims of intra-familial abuse may be deterred from 
reporting crimes because of fears related to community notification.  

Other studies, including one done by the Washington State Institute, 
found registries have no impact on recidivism.

The Ontario registry has a very high registration rate; much higher than 
jurisdictions in the US where registries are publicly accessible.  Police 
maintain that the reason for Ontario’s success is that the registry is a law 
enforcement tool only and is not available to the public.  Registration rates 
in the US are lower because offenders know their information will be 
public.  These offenders do not register and often go underground, hiding 
their whereabouts from law enforcement officials.  Registries cannot be 
effective law enforcement tools if the highest risk offenders go 
underground.

Public registries can make it harder for offenders to find safe places to live 
and find employment which can stabilize offenders and contribute to a 
reduction in the likelihood they will re-offend.  They can also drive 
offenders away from their families and support systems which can isolate 
them and increase their risk.  

Law enforcement in Ontario can, when deemed appropriate, release public 
notifications about specific high risk sex offenders in the community; 
typically though, only when an offender is attempting to stay ‘under the 
radar’ and is uncooperative with the police or correctional officials.  

Perhaps most importantly is the potential impact on victims, which we 
know you are concerned about.  Most sex offenders are known to their 
victims; many are related.  We are concerned that releasing the names of 
convicted sex offenders will inadvertently identify their victim.“

Read more at http://cosa-ottawa.ca/related-articles-and-research/. 

Read the National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children’s report, 
Megan’s Law: Does it protect children?, at http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
inform/research/findings/meganslaw_wda48233.html .

Core Member Perspectives
Twelve reasons why publicly accessible sex offender 
registries are counter-productive 
A former Core Member shared his perspectives on why a  publicly 
accessible OSOR would not make our communities safer.  

1. It will create vigilantism against offenders.

2. Many will lose their jobs once exposed.

3. Many will lose their living quarters once exposed. 

4. It will cause many offenders to go into hiding.

5. It will create homeless people and burden on the 
welfare system. 

6. It will create a social separation for many (no friends).

7. It will create violence and will target offenders unfairly.

8. Those who have been doing well will suddenly be in 
the limelight no matter how well they have been 
doing.

9. People will create campaigns to oust offenders.

10. People will not have a future once they are exposed.

11. Any creations of stability and success by offenders will 
be in jeopardy.

12. It may lead to suicides.

Did you know?   Existing research (Wilson, Cortoni and McWhinnie, 2009) 
demonstrates that sexual re-offending rates for men who participate in CoSA are 80% 
lower than for men who do not participate in CoSA! 
Today there are 16 autonomous CoSA sites, representing almost 200 circles across Canada.  This 
includes 140 Core Members and over 460 volunteers.  Between October 2009 and June 2011, 
volunteers donated over 58,000 hours of their time in circles and over 72,000 hours including 
training and board hours.  
In the last decade, CoSA-Ottawa has trained almost 100 volunteers and worked with 30 Core 
Members, none of whom have re-offended sexually.

Check out Dr. Robin J. Wilson’s new blog about CoSA.  

Dr. Wilson’s research has been vital to CoSA and its 
development in Canada and around the world. 

 http://sajrt.blogspot.com 

       CoSA-Ottawa is proud to be 
celebrating its 10th anniversary in 2012. 

Stay tuned for details about this exciting 
occasion!
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Support CoSA-Ottawa
Since our inception, CoSA-Ottawa has relied upon the support of our community and individual donors like you. The stigma associated with sex 
offending - especially against children – brings financial and other challenges with it. Your contribution helps. 

I support CoSA-Ottawa and am enclosing a tax-creditable donation of:  
$50 ! ! ! !
$100 
Other: $ __________ 

Please make cheques payable to The Church of St. John the Evangelist, Memo: CoSA and mail to 200 Isabella Street, Suite 303, Ottawa ON K1S 1V7.

Please contact me about opportunities to contribute or volunteer.  
Please sign me up to receive The CoSA-Ottawa Chronicle, produced three times per year. 

‣ By E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________________

‣ By Regular Mail: Name & Address: __________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Donations of time and service are also welcome. You can do more than be in a circle! We need volunteer support for office administration, IT 
and web development, newsletter articles, translation, fund raising and special events planning.  Please contact Susan Love for information.  

Donate online, noting 
CoSA, at

 www.CanadaHelps.org/
St. John's
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CoSA-Ottawa is grateful to:
❖ Community volunteers
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❖ The Chaplaincy Branch, Correctional Service of Canada
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About us
Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA) is a community-based reintegration program based on restorative justice principles that 
works with people released from prison for committing sex offences who now commit to leading a positive, crime-free life.  Volunteers and 
Core Members aim to prevent further victimization by:
• Challenging the Core Member's behaviours and attitudes that may be associated with his offending cycle;
• Facilitating the Core Member’s practical needs and providing a consistent network of support; 
• Supporting the development of constructive and pro-social strategies and solutions to everyday problems and concerns; and 
• Celebrating successes.

No More Victims    No One is Disposable

Contact us!

200 Isabella Street, Suite 303 
Ottawa ON K1S 1V7
www.cosa-ottawa.ca 

Phone (613) 288-2284
Fax (613) 237-6129 

Program Coordinator
Susan Love

slove@cosa-ottawa.ca 

Office Manager
Karen Langford   

klangford@cosa-ottawa.ca 

Data Coordinator
Adina Ilea

ailea@cosa-ottawa.ca 

Community Development Associate &
Producer, CoSA-Ottawa Chronicle

Susan Haines
shaines@cosa-ottawa.ca 
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